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Introduction: Good morning. Thank you for coming this morning.
My name is Sheldon Sturges. I am one of the founders of Princeton
Future. At every table you have a Princeton Future Volunteer or
Table Leader. We have a half-hour wonderful powerpoint which you
are not going to see because the computer doesn’t work. If you have
been looking at your newspaper, the first ad, over there, has five
topics. There are 5 tables. The simple idea is that we have 3 fortyminute discussion periods. And you are to say whatever you want to
say. Mike Littwin has kindly volunteered to be our TV 30 producer.
He has put a little device on each table which will capture your voice
digitally so that we will know what you said. There is also a scribe, a
person who is going to try to take notes at each table. At the end of
the three sessions, we will try to collect, the table leader will
summarize what you have said at each of the three groups. And then
we will post them up there and have a summary meeting at the end.
The leader and moderator for the day is Kevin Wilkes.
Kevin Wilkes: Welcome everybody. Let’s get started. The point of
our presentation is to look at the last 200 years of growth. Growth
pressures have been an issue since the Assumpink Trail came through
here, The Leniape road engineers didn’t quite envision a bypass for
that trail. The die was cast at that point. Nassau St has undergone
pressures in every century. And Witherspoon St, the same. For much
of the past, we have had areas where we could build out, expanded,
pushing into the surrounding environment. Those areas are largely
built out now. And now we are seeing development overlapping
existing buildings, seeing growth inside our present built fabric. So
our goal is to look and see in the next ten years, maybe 20 years,
maybe 50 years, how can we start to plan intelligently for addressing
the issues that have really been going on in Princeton for a very long
time.
Joanne Kendig: And the focus is Downtown, rather than all of
Princeton and the region.

Kevin: The immediate focus today is Downtown. There is
tremendous pressure on Downtown from all angles..retail, office,
residential angles, from institutional angles. Everybody has an
interest in various parcels of property. Should it only go to the person
with the largest purse? Should the interests of the person with the
largest purse be the predominant interest of the entire community?
What can we say as a community, as a group of citizens as policy or
as public position? What are the things we feel the town needs? The
direction we’d like to see the future growth directed. I want to
acknowledge my colleagues in Princeton Future…Katherine Kish. I
want to acknowledge Susan Hockaday Jones. I want to acknowledge
Shirley Satterfield, and Joanna Kendig. I want to acknowledge Peter
Kann…Raoul Momo and you’ve met Sheldon Sturges. That’s about
2/3rds of our group. We meet once a month to discuss these
issues…to try to develop ideas for bringing the community together
to discuss these topics. And these volunteers are the ones that do the
heavy lifting and they are the ones that put this event together. Also
want to thank Raoul’s company, The Witherspoon Bread Company,
and its Chef, Larry, they have provided refreshments and lunch for
us. We are deeply grateful to them for that.
Mark: Who is listening to us right now?
Kevin: At this point, we are the only ones listening. But it our goal to
bring these to the attention of our fellow citizens, our elected &
appointed officials. This community prides itself on keeping up with
what others are doing.
Q: I am concerned about Global Warming.
Kevin: How do we treat this precious asset.
Q;
Our goal by the end of the day, is to have summary on the wall.
Today is a launch.
K: I should say the Planning Board is in the process of updating the
Master Plan and major institutions are preparing their master plans
K: A few ground rules. We would like you to move around.
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